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Concord Concord 
River River 

GreenwayGreenway
Changing Perception Changing Perception 
by Connecting with by Connecting with 
People at Multiple People at Multiple 

LevelsLevels



Concord River Concord River 
GreenwayGreenway

Reconnects Reconnects 
neighborhoodsneighborhoods
Reconnects Lowell’s Reconnects Lowell’s 
largest open spaceslargest open spaces
Construction begins Construction begins 
2008 2008 –– this June!this June!
Total cost = $3+ Total cost = $3+ 
millionmillion



Not just a Greenway! Not just a Greenway! 

Mass Audubon Mass Audubon 
ECOECO--inventoryinventory
Oral History Project/ Oral History Project/ 
Signage Signage 

Project will be linked to Project will be linked to 
flora/fauna research flora/fauna research 
and socioand socio--economic and economic and 
land use history land use history 
researchresearch



Outreach EventsOutreach Events



Concord River Concord River GreenwayGreenway

Section I to be constructed Summer 2008, 
including public art and historic signage



Greenway Greenway –– Before & AfterBefore & After



Greenway Greenway –– Before & AfterBefore & After



Concord River Greenway: A History Concord River Greenway: A History 
of the River and Adjacent of the River and Adjacent 

NeighborhoodsNeighborhoods
Chad Chad MontrieMontrie (UML History Department) and LP&CT(UML History Department) and LP&CT

Lawrence Street Bridge, Concord River (Photo: Center 
for Lowell History)



Henry David ThoreauHenry David Thoreau
A Week on the Concord and A Week on the Concord and 

Merrimack RiversMerrimack Rivers (1849)(1849)

“But now at length we heard this “But now at length we heard this 
staid and primitive river rushing to staid and primitive river rushing to 
her fall, like any rill.  We here left its her fall, like any rill.  We here left its 
channel, just above the Billerica Falls, channel, just above the Billerica Falls, 
and entered the canal, which runs, or and entered the canal, which runs, or 
rather is conducted, six miles through rather is conducted, six miles through 
the woods, to the Merrimack, at the woods, to the Merrimack, at 
Middlesex, and as Middlesex, and as we did not care we did not care 
to loiter in this part of our to loiter in this part of our 
voyagevoyage, while one ran along the , while one ran along the 
towtow--path drawing the boat by a cord, path drawing the boat by a cord, 
the other kept it off the shore with a the other kept it off the shore with a 
pole, so that we accomplished the pole, so that we accomplished the 
whole distance in little more than an whole distance in little more than an 
hour.”hour.”

Concord River Oral History Project, C. Montrie



Historic Wayside Signage for Historic Wayside Signage for 
GreenwayGreenway



Which Languages?Which Languages?

Proximity to locale of signageProximity to locale of signage
Audience you are trying to reachAudience you are trying to reach
Unique populationsUnique populations

We chose:We chose:
Spanish, Portuguese, & KhmerSpanish, Portuguese, & Khmer



Greenway Sign #2Greenway Sign #2



General AdviceGeneral Advice

Finalize text before translatingFinalize text before translating
Seek multiple translators for each Seek multiple translators for each 
languagelanguage
Decide what will be translatedDecide what will be translated
Decide on sign format and how to Decide on sign format and how to 
integrate translations early on in processintegrate translations early on in process
Leave more time than you think for Leave more time than you think for 
translation processtranslation process



Greenway Sign #3Greenway Sign #3



Avoid “Avoid “SpanglishSpanglish””
New immigrants may provide more of a word for word New immigrants may provide more of a word for word 
translationtranslation
Multiple translators will avoid this issueMultiple translators will avoid this issue
Sample:  PortugueseSample:  Portuguese

The first large group of foreignThe first large group of foreign--born came from England and born came from England and 
Ireland, and waves of immigrants from other countries followed, Ireland, and waves of immigrants from other countries followed, 
often organizing their lives around a churchoften organizing their lives around a church..
O primeiro grande grupo de estrangeiros nascidos no exterior O primeiro grande grupo de estrangeiros nascidos no exterior 
veio da Inglaterra e Irlanda seguidos de ondas de imigrantes de veio da Inglaterra e Irlanda seguidos de ondas de imigrantes de 
outros países, outros países, muitas vezes organizando suas vidas ao muitas vezes organizando suas vidas ao 
redor de igrejas.redor de igrejas.
FINAL VERSION  ..., FINAL VERSION  ..., sendo igrejas o ponto focal da vida sendo igrejas o ponto focal da vida 
comunitaria.comunitaria.



Greenway Sign #4Greenway Sign #4



Space for TranslationsSpace for Translations

Each language will take up a different Each language will take up a different 
amount of spaceamount of space
Word length Word length –– Khmer had very long words Khmer had very long words 
(sometimes an entire line).(sometimes an entire line).



Community Sign #5
Smaller in number than other immigrant groups in the area, Back Central’s 
Armenian population was still large enough to establish St. Vartanantz
Armenian Apostolic Church in 1920, near Lawrence and Church Streets.  Many 
of the immigrants’ children attended the nearby Colburn School, built in 1879.  

Khmer

Portuguese
Comunidade
Em menores números do que outros grupos imigrantes da área, a população 
arménica da vizinhanca do Back Central ainda era grande o suficiente para 
estabelecer St. Vartanantz Igreja Apostólica da Arménia, em 1920, perto das Ruas 
Lawrence e Church . Muitas das crianças de imigrantes frequentavam a Escola  
Colburn, construída em 1879 e situada na vizinhanca.

Spanish
Comunidad
Con el comienzo de la inmigración del sur y del este de Europa al principio del siglo
viente, una inundación de inmigrantes polacos y lituanios llegó al vecindario que se 
conoce como Lower Belvidere.  Típicamente los polacos asistían a la Iglesia Holy 
Trinity, en la calle High entre las calles Oak y Porter, y los lituanios asistían a la Iglesia
St. Joseph’s Lithuanian en la calle Rogers.



Historic Wayside Signage for Historic Wayside Signage for 
GreenwayGreenway



Other insights…Other insights…

Portuguese Portuguese 
Brazil Brazil –– growing population in Lowellgrowing population in Lowell
oror Portugal Portugal 
oror Azores Azores –– some of the early immigrants and some of the early immigrants and 
a large population of Azorean Portuguese live a large population of Azorean Portuguese live 
on the Concord Riveron the Concord River



Historic Wayside Signage for Historic Wayside Signage for 
GreenwayGreenway



Khmer (Cambodian)Khmer (Cambodian)



Source of TranslationsSource of Translations

Ask local organizations that work with Ask local organizations that work with 
immigrants (Coalition for a Better Acre)immigrants (Coalition for a Better Acre)
Ask local organizations that support a Ask local organizations that support a 
particular population (MAPS, Light of particular population (MAPS, Light of 
Cambodian Children)Cambodian Children)
Ask community leadersAsk community leaders
Cost Cost –– $.13/word$.13/word



Contact informationContact information

Jane CalvinJane Calvin
Executive DirectorExecutive Director
978978--934934--00300030
jcalvin@lowelllandtrust.orgjcalvin@lowelllandtrust.org or or 
Web: Web: www.lowelllandtrust.orgwww.lowelllandtrust.org

mailto:jcalvin@lowelllandtrust.org
http://www.lowelllandtrust.org/
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